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Early Israel and the Surrounding Nations. By Rev. A. H. 
Sayce. New York: E. R. Herrick & Co., 1899. Pp. xxix 

+ 308. $1. 

All of Professor Sayce's books are written in a lively, entertaining 
style, which nowhere sacrifices clearness to the indefiniteness of our 
present knowledge. This book resembles rather his Ancient Empires 
of the East than any of his more recent contributions to archaeology. 
Beginning with a chapter on the Israelites, he discusses in turn 
Canaan, the nations southeast and northeast of Palestine, Egypt, and 
Babylonia and Assyria. While the reader may thus obtain a defi- 
nite idea of the history of the separate peoples of the oriental world, 
the important fact that oriental history consists in the combination and 
interrelation of these various nations is liable to be quite overlooked. 
For this purpose McCurdy's History, Prophecy, and the Monuments is 
infinitely more valuable. Appendices give translations of important 
ancient documents, such as the Moabite stone, the Assyrian deluge and 
creation tablets, etc. It is evident that the varied archaeological and 
linguistic pursuits and the numerous writings of Professor Sayce have 
not been without their lessons to himself, for he concludes his intro- 
duction to this his latest volume by the following most instructive 
remark : " If oriental archaeology has taught us nothing else, it has at 
least taught us how little we know." One has been tempted some- 
times, and even in the case of Professor Sayce himself, to believe the 
exact opposite. G. S. G. 



The Kingdom (Basileia). An Exegetical Study. By George 
Dana Boardman, author of Studies in the Creative Week, Epi- 
phanies of the Risen Lord, The Divine Man, University Lectures 
on the Ten Commandments, Coronation of Love, The Problem of 
Jesus, etc. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. 
X+348. $2. 

In the present volume Dr. Boardman has gathered together the fruits 
of a ripened scholarship. The book is essentially expository, so thor- 
oughly analyzed that it is possible for anyone to use it, even on the 
most specific points. Its style is such as to make it attractive reading, 
and its insistence upon the spiritual quality of the kingdom is always 
helpful. Further, his breadth of view and lack of anything like sectarian- 
ism and narrowness are also delightful. Especially striking is his 
description of the kingliness of God's rule. We also note with pleas- 
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ure the sanity of his treatment of the Sermon on the Mount. Dr. 
Boardman's style is such that much of his book consists of sentences so 
clean-cut as to be epigrams. A careful reading of the present volume 
will go far to emphasize the teaching of Christ upon his central theme, 
and if one is occasionally led to differ with some of Dr. Boardman's 
positions, it is always with the conviction that the truth is as likely to 
be with the author as with the dissenter. S. M. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

E. R. Herrick & Co. have published Alex Hornby, a healthy story, 
but one whose literary style is crude. 

Rev. A. C. Dixon, D.D., has published a volume upon Light and 
Shadows of American Life (Chicago and New York : Revell & Co.; pp. 
197; $1). In this volume he discusses various aspects of our national 
life. The chapters are written simply and earnestly, and there is a 
gratifying absence of sensationalism. 

The American Baptist Publication Society has issued The Negro in 
America and The Ideal American Republic, by T. J. Morgan, D.D., of 
203 pages. Dr. Morgan has had a large experience in dealing with 
the negroes, and his views are worth serious consideration on the part 
of those interested in the problem of their future. 

E. R. Herrick & Co., New York, have published Cloud Rifts, 
Selected Words of Consolation for Every Day in the Year, by George V. 
Reichel (pp. 203). It is a book well bound and well printed, in which 
is gathered together a representative collection of words intended to 
aid those who are in sorrow. The choice is made from a large number 
of authors. 

We have received from Fleming H. Revell & Co. the second vol- 
ume of the Autobiography of Charles H. Spurgeon. It contains a large 
amount of material throwing light upon the life of the great preacher 
during the years from 1854 to i860, and especially as to the building 
of the Metropolitan Temple. It is illustrated with interesting pictures 
of that great structure. 



